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SUB J : NAMIBIA - PRESS REPORTS SUGGEST SOUTH AFRICA WILL 
DECIDE ITS COURSE WITHIN TWO WEEKS 

1 . THE LEAD STORIES IN BOTH THE "CAPE TIMES'" AND "DIE 
BURGER" OF MARCH 7 QUOTE "DIPLOMATIC SOURCES" AS SAYING 
THAT TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR THE WESTERN INITIATIVE ON 
NAMIBIA, AND THAT SOUTH AFRICA MIGHT DECIDE TO PRESS AHEAD 
WITH AN INTERNAL SETTLEMENT IF AGREEMENT WITH THE WESTERN 
CONTACT GROUP CANNOT BE REACHED IN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS. 
"DIE BURGER" EMPHASIZED THAT THE WESTERN INITIATIVE HAS 
BEEN GOING ON FOR ALMOST A YEAR. AND THAT "THERE IS A 
STRONG FRET .TNG" THAT THE PROBLEM MUST NOW BE RESOLVED, 
"ONE WAY OR THE OTHER" '. THE "CAPE TIMES" ARTICLE ALSO 
QUOTED THE ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL AS SAYING THAT ECONOMIC 
RECESSION AND UNCERTAINTY COULD FORCE THE TERRITORY TO 
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GO FOR AN INTERNAL SETTLEMTN, AND END NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE DISPENSATION. HE REPORTEDLY 
ADDED, HOWEVER. THAT THE TIME HAD NOT YET ARRIVED. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH BOTH NEWSPAPERS QUOTE DIPLOMATIC 
SOURCES' AS THE BASIS FOR THEIR REPORTS, THE SIMILARITY 

OF THEIR ARTICLES IN PUTTING FORWARD A TWO-WEEK TIME 
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FRAME FOR THE END OF NEGOTIATIONS AS WELL AS THE 
PROMINENCE OF THE ARTICLES SUGGESTS THAT THE STORIES MAY BE 
WERE BASED ON THE SAG BACKGROUND BRIEFINGS. TWO JOURNALISTS 
WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE CAPE TIMES' ARTICLE WOULD NOT CONFIRM 
CATEGORICALLY THAT THIS WAS THE CASE, HOWEVER BOTH DID SAY 
THAT IT WAS A REASONABLE SUPPOSITION.BOWDLER 
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